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Baruch Community

Rises Despite Tuition Hike

Unites During
Blackout Crisis

By ROSA CABALLERO

Sidney Harman Writer-inResidence, April Bernard
To Teach Poetry At Baruch
3
This Fall
Although Tuition Has
Increased One Student
Applauds Protest Efforts

The City University of New York announced
on August 18, a 12 percent increase in enrollment at most of its colleges. This surprised
many who believed that enrollment at the
CUNY schools would decrease as a result of a
25 percent hike in tuition. Baruch College’s student enrollment has increased by 6.7 percent.
Executive Vice Chancellor Louise Mirrer
attributes this rise to stricter admission requirements, the elimination of remedial classes, and
an emphasis on higher SAT scores.
“Prospective students and their families appreciate the value of a CUNY degree, the high
quality of our faculty, and the extraordinary
success of our graduates,” said Chancellor
Mathew Goldstein.
Despite angry protests by CUNY students,
the Board of Trustees voted 13 to 1 in favor of
the tuition hike. The voting took place on June
23 in Mason Hall, at Baruch College, to accommodate the large number of students, professors
and faculty in attendance. Undergraduate in-

By AARON SIEGEL

Baruch student and CUNY University Senate
member Shamsul Haque argued against the
proposed tuition hike. (Photo/ Aaron Siegel)

state tuition rose by $800.
“As a student trustee it is most hard to articulate my concerns and frustrations at this time. It
is a very sad day for students at this university,”

See CUNY, Page 2
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CUNY Students Lead Rally at City Hall
to Save Vallone Merit Scholarships
By SANDRÓ LEMBERG

Jim And Michelle Finally
Tie The Knot In
American Wedding

7

Seven Baruch students joined numerous other
students and administrators throughout the City
University of New York as well as members of
the City Council to advocate the reinstatement
of the Peter F. Vallone Scholarship. The press
conference held at City Hall took place May 14.
Current Council Speaker Gifford Miller set
the tone of the gathering by stating, “this scholarship is the embodiment of what CUNY is all
about.” Surrounding students greeted his
speech with the first of many “S.O.S.” (Save
Our Scholarship) chants.
The scholarship, named after the former City
Council Speaker, was established by the New
York City Council in 1997. Students who
receive the scholarship are granted $500 toward
tuition per semester. As of Fall 2002 the Peter
F. Vallone Scholarship provided almost 8,500
CUNY students with financial support.
In order to qualify for the scholarship, students had to have graduated from a New York
City public or private high school, with at least
a ‘B’ average. To continue receiving the schol-

arship, students must maintain full-time status
and uphold a ‘B’ average or better.
Since the scholarship is academic based, most
speakers at the press conference stressed that
the hard work and desire to achieve by students
who are recipients of the scholarship should be
rewarded and not punished by cutting the
scholarship.
“The Council should restore the $5.5 million
cut to the Vallone scholarship,” said Charlene
Piper, a Brooklyn College student. She pointed
out the advantages of keeping the scholarship.
“CUNY graduates stay in the city where we
then work and pay taxes.”
Council Majority Whip Leroy Comrie echoed
Piper’s sentiments.
“Education is the engine that makes the city
grow and prosper,” Comrie noted. “We cannot
kill our future by cutting the scholarship, we
need the Vallone scholarship to remain.”
“I would not have been here without the
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Peter Vallone Jr. stands amongst politicians and students in support of saving the Peter
Vallone scholarships. CUNY students gathered outside city hall in support of keeping the
scholarship. (Photo/ Aleksandr Yulevitch)

On a sultry afternoon on August 14, New York
City’s power went into failure. In quick
response, emergency management teams at
Baruch College sprung into action to bring
calm to the students and faculty.
Led by President Ned Regan, many within the
Baruch College community took action to assist
their fellow students and staff. For Regan, the
blackout was unrealized at first appearance due
to the school’s policy of reducing electricity
consumption on Thursdays throughout the summer.
“The moment the lights went out in my office,
nothing seemed wrong” he said.
When Regan found out that the blackout
stretched off campus, he and the rest of the
Baruch community worked to rectify the situation at hand.
At first, many security guards were not allowing the thousands of students taking summer
classes back into the Vertical Campus.
After the pandemonium and confusion of the
initial minutes of the blackout the Baruch community united to find comfort and a way home.
Students were allowed back into Vertical
Campus. Many lined up in front of payphones
to call loved ones. Initially no one could get
reception on their cellphones.
Using backup power from the Newman
Library, many students were able to use bathrooms. Water coolers were transported from the
upper floors of the Vertical Campus to cater to
the needs of those who were thirsty on the 90
degree day. College administrators opened the
cafeteria on the first floor of the Vertical
Campus to supply students with snacks.
The bookstore was re-opened and transistor
radios were passed around to inform students of
the situation.
A generator inside the Vertical Campus
allowed for those assembled on the first floor to
watch television broadcasts during the blackout.
Athlethic department vans were driven by
security guards in an effort to get students and
staff to the outer boroughs. Those needing
transportation to Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens
and Staten Island as well as locations throughout Long Island, Westchester and New Jersey
were transported throughout the night. The last
students to be dropped off arrived home at four
in the morning. Many students chose to spend
the night in Manhattan at other fellow student’s
apartments.
President Regan related the scene as being
reminiscent of the school’s reactions to the terrorist attacks that affected New York City and
Washington D.C. on September 11, 2001.
“The Baruch community knows what to do in
times of crisis—especially the students,” said
Regan.
Baruch College regained its electricity on
Friday August 15, at 7:24 p.m. It wasn’t until
August 21, 2003 at 2 p.m. when the phone systems in the Vertical Campus began working
again.
During the blackout and in the days following, the staff of Baruch College worked 12 and
15-hour shifts in order to re-boot the building’s
numerous servers and bring the school back on
its feet after the crushing blow of the blackout.
Regan reflected with pride on the resolve of
Baruch College as a whole to pull through the
blackout.
“People functioned very well” said Regan. “It
was just wonderful to watch the chemistry and
body language.”
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Writer April Bernard To Teach A Poetry Course at Baruch
By ROSA CABALLERO
Acclaimed poet, novelist and essayist April
Bernard is this fall’s Sidney Harman Writer-inResidence. She is teaching a course on reading
and writing poetry about New York titled, “City
Poems.” In 2002, Bernard’s third collection of
poetry Swan Electric was published in paperback by W.W. Norton. Blackbird Bye Bye, her
first collection of poetry won the Academy of
American Poets Walt Whitman Prize. This year
Bernard was the recipient of a Guggenheim
grant in poetry.
The Sidney Harman Writer-in-Residence
Visiting Professorship Program is funded by

April Bernard’s new book Swan Electric
published by W.W. Norton and is out in
paperback right now. (Photo/Alibris)

alumnus Sidney Harman (’39). Each semester
the program brings distinguished writers, poets,
playwrights, journalists and essayists to teach a
course at Baruch. Since the program started in
the fall of 1998, there have been two poets
(Yehuda Amichai and Agha Shahid Ali), four
fiction writers (Lorrie Moore, John Edgar
Wideman, Paul Auster, and Anita Desai), two
playwrights (Tony Kushner and Edward Albee)
and two journalists (Jane Kramer and Philip
Gourevitch) teaching and reading on campus as
Harman
Visiting
Writers-in-Residence.
“Since our last visiting poet, Agha Shahid
Ali, was here in the spring of 2001, the Harman
Advisory Committee decided that it was time to
bring another distinguished poet to campus,”
said Roslyn Bernstein, Baruch professor and
director of the program.
Bernard received her B.A. from Harvard
University and has held senior editor positions
at Vanity Fair, Premiere and Manhattan, Inc.
She has published essays on a wide range of
topics such as God and television. Bernard has
also written book reviews for The New York
Review of Books, The New Republic and The
New York Times. She currently teaches at
Bennington College where she is a faculty
member of their MFA writing program.
During the semester, students will read works
by Walt Whitman, Wallace Stevens, William
Carlos Williams, Claude McKay, Edna St.
Vincent Millay, Hart Crane, Langston Hughes,
Marianne Moore, Elizabeth Bishop, Allen
Ginsberg, Audre Lorde, Billy Collins, and
Galway Kinnell. Students will write their own
“poems of place” including, but not restricted
to, the environs of New York.
Bernard will be reading from her work, at a
free and open to-the-public event, on Tuesday,
October 28 at 5:45 PM in the Newman
Conference Center, 151 East 25 Street.
Colum McCann, the distinguished Irish
writer, will be teaching a fiction-writing workshop for the spring 2004 semester. He is the

Baruch Students Rally to Save
Peter Vallone Scholarship
Continued from front
Vallone scholarship,” said Alexis Dunning, a
Baruch student. “Thanks to the scholarship, I’m
looking forward to a bright future. Have faith in
us, so we can have faith in ourselves.”
One of the organizers of the conference, Jay
Hershenson, the CUNY Vice Chancellor for
university relations was optimistic about the
outcome of the conference.
“I thought it was fantastic how the students
came together with the entire leadership of the
City Council,” he said. “Leaders pledged their
support publicly and it was a huge boost.”
Hershenson however, warned that “we cannot
let our guard down. We have to guard scholarships with a great vigilance and we have to
keep reminding the Council about their importance.”
Peter Vallone Jr., a current City Council member was also happy with the turnout of CUNY
students at the conference.
“It was great to see so many Vallone scholars
at the conference, “ he said. “My father and I
are proud of the Vallone scholars and we will

continue to support them. It is very important to
let people know how much the scholarship is
worth to [the students].”
Several CUNY students attended the conference to support the cause and make sure that
this scholarship as well as others is not cut by
the City Council.
Jermaine Oden of the Queensborough
Community College stated that the scholarship
should be saved was because “it benefits the
students.” He further commented, “as students
we should receive scholarships and get recognized for what we do.”
Baruch student Brian Philip, a member of the
Undergraduate Student Government (USG),
was glad that this conference was held.
“All the speakers made excellent points, and
they spoke for all CUNY, “ he noted. “I know
they will take steps to get the money we rightfully deserve.”
“I felt it went very well and the councilmen
were very supportive. The outlook definitely
looks good.” said Dunning.
Echoing the positive comments made by
Dunning, protest efforts did not prove fruitless
as the Vallone Scholarship was reinstated.

The Baruch contingent along with CUNY Vice Chancellor for University Relations Jay
Hershenson gather outside City Hall. The students efforts paid off as the scholarship was
reinstated. (Photo/Aleksandr Yulevitch)

Students Get
Opportunity to Start
Own Business
By AARON SIEGEL

April Bernard is the Sidney Harman Writerin-Residence for the Fall 2003 semester.
(Photo/ Baruch College)

author of two books, This Side of Darkness and
Dancer as well as several collections of short
stories.
Students who are enrolled in the Harman
Workshop are eligible to compete for creative
writing prizes. The Harman Program also provides a stipend for a fall internship at Poets and
Writers Magazine.
To be considered for a place in the spring
2004 Fiction Writing workshop, students
should submit a resume and two writing samples to Professor Roslyn Bernstein this fall. For
more information on the Harman Writer-inResidence Program visit the website located at:
www.baruch.cuny.edu/wsas/harman or call
Professor Roslyn Bernstein, Director, at 646312-3930 (roz_bernstein@baruch.cuny.edu).

CUNY Board
of Trustees Approves
Tuition Hike
Continued from front
said Shamsul Haque, the only student trustee.
Haque was the only member of the board who
opposed the vote. During the meeting, he was
also the only trustee protesters allowed to speak
without interruption. “The state legislators and
government have proposed a tuition hike on

“The state legislators and
government have proposed a tuition hike on
people who could least
afford it.”
people who could least afford it,” Haque added.
Protesters lined up on 23 Street bearing
posters with the words: “Not just for the rich
and white. Education is our right!” and chanting: “Fight, fight, fight! Education is our right!
The meeting lasted less than a half hour as
students chanted “Shame!” at the board on
stage. Due to the noise Brenno C. Schmidt,
CUNY chairman, asked that all the proposals to
be voted on be be done so in a single vote.
As the meeting came to a close students tossed
stink bombs on to the stage. One reportedly hit
Ernesto Malavi, CUNY vice chancellor for
budget and finance.
“If they had let the people talk, they wouldhave still been here talking,” commented one
student in attendance who was upset with the
protesters. Many of her peers agreed that they
would have wished the meeting to last longer in
order to hear what the board had to say.
This is the first tuition increase in eight years,
yet it does not appear to be deterring incoming
freshmen. The slow economy and cutbacks in
government and state scholarships are also a
factor in students choosing CUNY colleges.
Freshman and transfer students admitted to
CUNY increased to 67,231 in 2003 compared
with 59,944 in 2002, according to an analysis
by the Office of Academic Affairs.

The Baruch College Entrepreneurship
Competition gives students the opportunity to
learn what it takes to start up a company. It
allows them to create new ideas of how business can attract consumers in the most userfriendly way.
The competition, led by Professor Barry
Dumas of the Computer Information Systems
Department, is entering its fourth year and has
seen a great level of success exponentially
increasing since its inception.
“The 2002-2003 entrepreneurship competition was a success. Last year, six teams of students competed and each won cash awards,”
said Dumas.
Students are asked to utilize their talents,
skills, ideas, imagination, and energy. The
teams of student entrepreneurs submit concepts
for new business ventures.
In the 2002-2003 competition, the first prize
winning proposal was AutoEval by Jason Bass
and Adam Ostaszewski. AutoEval is a company offering affordable thorough impartial
inspections and evaluations of potential vehicle
purchases for used car buyers in the New York
and New Jersey metropolitan area. Dumas was
impressed with the drive and determination of
AutoEval.
“They are taking a gung ho approach to starting their business. They also entered their business in the Fortune 500 magazine competition
and it is not over yet.”
“Four of the six winning teams are planning
on starting their businesses up,” said Dumas.
The competition consists of three rounds. In
the first round, all entrants submit a concept on
paper. In the second round it is followed by a
draft business plan. The third round is a final
presentation and plan submission. The competition was originally only two rounds when it
began in 2000.
The 2002-2003 competition featured 193 students registering as part of 65 teams to compete. Thirty-nine of the teams reached the second round and ten of those teams became finalists after the draft plan round. Among the ten
finalists, six were selected to receive cash
prizes. The first and second prize winners also
received up to $50,000 seed money to get their
business proposals off of the ground.
In order to enter the competition, a Baruch
student must be a junior, senior, Master’s or
Doctoral student in good academic standing.
Teams are allowed to be comprised of members
who do not attend Baruch, but the majority of
each team’s membership must be Baruch students.
To start the competition, each team must submit a concept paper that outlines the products or
services that their proposed business would
offer, the market to be served, the competitive
potential of that offering in the market, and an
exposition of the team’s skills as related to carrying out the proposal. Teams with concepts
that show sufficient potential receive cash
awards of $500 and are eligible to proceed to
Round Two.
In Round Two, each eligible team develops a
detailed draft business plan. Early in this phase,
teams must be appropriately configured and
have a confirmed membership and official mentor. In Round Three, teams submit their business plans and submit oral presentations.
Teams are asked to come up with a realistic,
marketable idea for a profit-making business
venture that fills a need that currently is either
unmet or not well satisfied.
During the competition, each team has a primary mentor to assist in plan development.
Teams contact potential mentors from a list of
volunteers and make mentoring arrangements
by mutual agreement from the Field Center.
Dumas notes that the competition will be
expanding for the 2003-2004 academic year.
“The competition has expanded. This year
students will be able to seek assistance from
faculty within Baruch as well as from the Field
Center.”
The 2003-2004 competition will kick off on
Friday, September 19, 2003 at noon at the 14
floor conference center in the Vertical Campus.
As the competition grows, so does the attendance. For more information on the competition, students can visit the website at:
www.baruch.cuny.edu/bcec.
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CUNY Report

Panel Discusses Journalism Fraud
BARUCH COLLEGE, NEW YORK, NY —
News organizations face an uphill battle in
regaining the public’s trust, a panel of distinguished journalists asserted last week [June
23]. And to win the battle, they must overcome
their own arrogance, inaccessibility and defensiveness, they said.
When readers call to complain about coverage, they “don’t want you to ‘help them understand’ – they want you to listen,” said Geneva
Overholser, a former ombudsman at The
Washington Post who is now the Hurley
Professor in Public Affairs Reporting at the
University of Missouri. “And they want you to
take them seriously.”
In the wake of the recent scandal at The New
York Times that led to the resignation of Howell
Raines, the executive editor, and Gerald Boyd,
the managing editor, the panel assessed the
damage to the press’s reputation and considered
how news organizations might better police
themselves and rebuild public trust.
The other panelists included Tom Goldstein,
former dean of the graduate schools of journalism at the University of California at Berkeley
and Columbia University; Dorothy Rabinowitz,
media critic for The Wall Street Journal and a
member of its editorial board; and Jan Schaffer,
a Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter and editor
who is now executive director of the Pew
Center for Civic Journalism. The moderator
was Professor Joshua Mills, director of the
Master’s Program in Business Journalism at
Baruch, which sponsored the event. (Three of
the group had worked at the Times: Goldstein
as a reporter; Mills as an editor and Overholser
as a member of its editorial board.)
“You don’t have to trust the papers,”
Rabinowitz reminded the audience. “Why
should you confer your God-given analytical
powers on the press? Use what’s there, say to
yourself, ‘I do or do not believe it,’ and go on.”
Event participants speak to Baruch President
Ned Regan and Professor Joshua Mills.
Goldstein, who will join the faculty at
Arizona State University in the fall, expressed
concern that a healthy dose of skepticism about
the press was giving way to cynicism. “The
postmodern reaction is that you can’t trust anything you read,” he said. “I disagree with that.”
Still, Schaffer, a reporter and business editor
for The Philadelphia Inquirer before joining
the Pew Center, a journalism think tank and
“incubator,” expressed concern that journalistic
fraud on the rise, both in incidence and severity. “I think we’re into Enron-world full-term
fraud,” she said.
For the journalism world to overcome current
hurdles, the panelists agreed, it must accept the
notion of accessibility. “One thing I’ve found

fascinating about the Times over the years is
that it fastidiously and almost compulsively
corrects everything,” said Mills, “but on the
other hand, it doesn’t make it easy to get in
touch with its people,” by phone, e-mail or fax.
One gaping hole in American newsrooms,
according to Overholser, is a lack of ombudsmen. Only 40 of 1,500 U.S. dailies have a person on staff whose designated role is to analyze
and write about the paper’s coverage and
respond to readers’ concerns.
“I didn’t believe in ombudsmen until I
became one,” she said. “When I was an editor
[of The Des Moines Register] I said what all
editors say – ‘The buck stops here’ – but that’s
part of the problem.”
Schaffer agreed, saying every newspaper
needs some kind of entry point for people to
provide feedback, information and corrections,
whether it is a designated ombudsman or a
“reader representative” of some sort. Goldstein
called The Washington Post’s use of the
ombudsman position a model for all papers,
crediting Overholser for what he called her
“crusade” against anonymous sources. He
pointedly asserted that news organizations must
rein in this all-too-common practice if they are
serious about averting fraud.
Overholser linked that comment to the Times
scandal involving its reporter Jayson Blair, noting that editors missed some red flags when it
came to his reporting.
“In the sniper coverage – the biggest news
story of the time – this very young man…was
using anonymous sources and he wasn’t questioned in their use,” she said.
Another industry practice that may need reexamination, the panelists said, is the role of
favoritism and preferential treatment in the
newsroom.
“Journalism rests on the star system, and there
are good reasons for that,” said Goldstein. But
given that top New York Times editors consistently overlooked Blair’s numerous inaccuracies, he said, “if there needs to be a star system,
how do you manage it?’”
Rabinowitz agreed that star journalists often
go unquestioned. But Overholser was not ready
to scrap preferential treatment altogether. “I’m
not sure we want to stick a dagger in the heart
of the star system,” she said, “or we’d pretty
well take the air out of journalism.”
Spirited questions from the audience
expressed distrust of the press on several fronts,
including its coverage of the war in Iraq and its
reliance on questionable sources. By the end of
the discussion, it was clear that that some people’s suspicions of the press go well beyond the
Jayson Blair incident and The New York Times.

5

The CUNY Report will be a regularly schedualed column that will appear in The Ticker’s
Features Section. Its objective is to provide the
Baruch community with information about
upcoming events that will be taking place
throughout the CUNY community. Its goal is to
bring Baruch students closer to other CUNY
students and at the same time give them something fun to do when they are bored. Enjoy
International Coffee Hour at the College of
Staten Island.
Welcome Back Day!
September 4, 2003
City College - 12:00 PM - Free
Convent Avenue & 138th Street
Manhattan
(212) 650-5006
Beaver Quad Building

International Coffee Hour at CSI
September 4, 2003 - 5:00 PM - Free
College of Staten Island
2800 Victory Boulevard
Staten Island
(718) 982-2100
The International Coffee Hour enables students, especially international students and
scholars, returned study abroad students and
faculty members to share their common interests in an informal setting. Refreshments will
be served.
Ologunde - (The Warrior Has Arrived)
September 9, 2003
Baruch College - 7:00 PM
Price Not Specified

Come and mingle with City College students
for the first time this year! Free food, music and
rides! Everyone should come out!

Celebrate the rich Afro-Brazilian culture of
Salvador, Bahia through a diverse repertoire of
music and dance. There will be a pre-performance lecture by Professor Desch-Obi at 6:00
PM in Engelman Recital Hall.

Picture of the Week

The blackout that affected most of the eastern seaboard and parts of Canada also had an effect
on students taking summer courses at Baruch College. As word spread of the reaches of the blackout and as the causes were still unknown - security guards urged students and teachers to evacuate
the Vertical Campus. Classes were canceled for the afternoon and most students began walking the
cluttered streets of New York towards their final destinations.
As the night wore on and as people began to realize that nothing overly serious had occurred, people began to relax and enjoy their evenings. All over the city, bar patrons spilled into the streets
and vendors sold drinks to those in need. The blackout gave members of the Baruch Community
a chance to take a break from classes and an opportunity to unwind throughout the night.
Photo Courtesy of: www.nydailynews.com.

The Roving Reporter
You

think

Hi Reader,
This week I went around campus asking
Baruch students how they spent their time during the blackout that occurred several weeks
ago. I asked them where they were when the
blackout occurred, what their initial reaction
was and how they spent their time throughout
the blackout. I did so in order to give students
an opportunity to compare and contrast their
experiences with the experiences of others. The
students all had varying experiences; for the
most part having a good time while the lights
were off. I myself was getting a tan on the Greek
island of Kelafonia, where they filmed Captain
Corelli’s Mandolin. Here are the responses
regarding how the students spent their time
while the city was dark.
Enjoy the Baruch Experience,
Dimitrios Angelos Fragiskatos Sr.
1) Where were you when the blackout
occurred?
2) What was your first reaction to the blackout?
3) How did you spend your time throughout the
blackout?

it.

We

write

Kathlene Burke
Junior
Finance

1) New Jersey at my internship at UBS and
then I came to the school.
2) I did not think it was anything serious at first.
We had power in the office and the TV was
working so we were able to see the live updates.
3) I stayed there until my husband came. I took
some of my friends with me. One was able to go
home with her husband and the other one
stayed at my home. I had a great time.

Beifang Kao
Freshman
Marketing
1) I was walking through the streets.
2) I thought the blackout would end early.
3) I went to my friends and slept over and
talked.

it.

You

read

Allan Wan
Senior
Computer Info. Systems

1) I was in the train station at Lafayette. I was
lucky because the train pulled into the station
and then the power died. I did not realize there
was a blackout until I went outside.
2) It was something new. You don’t see anything
like it in New York City.
3) It was hot. I actually walked to school just to
find out classes were canceled so I went home.
Brandon Goldstein
Junior
Computer Info. Systems

1) At work.
2) Very calmly. It was exciting actually.
3) I was with a friend. It was no big deal. I was
at a hotel lobby at Times Square and we were
the first grid on.

it.
Jan Sluka
Junior
Operations Mgmt.

1) East Village Restaurant. It’s where I work.
2) I just thought the fuse went out. I did not
freak out. I was calm. We had a radio so we
knew what was going on.
3) I was working. We were the only restaurant
open.

Steven Gewirtz
Junior
Business Marketing

1) Home.
2) I was kind of worried because I had to pick
someone up at the airport.
3) I spent it running through the airport and
driving around looking for my friend.
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It’s Your Money - Spend It Wisely
As we embark on yet another new year here at Baruch, it may appear to be
just an ordinary semester of classes and activities – and in most cases it is. Yet,
beneath the surface of nervous new faces and everyday routines lies one vital
difference separating this semester from those past – the cost of tuition.
When Governor Pataki first proposed the idea of increasing the cost of education for the institutions of CUNY and SUNY, naysayers – namely students, political leaders and public interest groups – were hurled into a spitting frenzy on
the issue. Mountains of opposition as to a possible tuition hike culminated in
months of rallies and other demonstrations, which managed to spread like wildfire from one end of New York State to another and encompassing almost everything in between.
More than six months after Governor Pataki’s proposals first emerged, the
opposition efforts proved fruitless. The fate of the city and state university system was delivered to students in the form of an unforgiving increase in tuition.
It was the first hike CUNY and SUNY students have been slapped with since
1995, and the new figures more than compensated for years of flat rates. The
average Baruch student who is a resident of New York State now faces an
upsurge of roughly $400 in the cost of their education. International and nonresident students are hit even harder with the new rates as they are now subject
to a harsh $360 per credit.
Already struck with that ominous figure on our tuition bills it is needless to
say that we have lost this battle. However, as students we have not lost the fight.
An increase in tuition not only equates an advanced level of education, but it
also mandates an augmentation in the services provided by the college. Your
hard-earned cash goes towards valuable resources such as the Career
Development Center, the William and Anita Newman Library, the Athletics and
Recreation Complex (which houses a new swimming pool as well as workout
facilities), a Health Center, and multiple computer labs just to name a few. The
best part about these assets is not only are they at our fingertips, but for the
most part they require no additional fees.
The bottom line is this: Your tuition dollars and student activity fees help to
fund these services. Tuition and fees have risen so do yourself and your pocket a
favor and don’t squander your money. Instead, utilize these benefits to their full
potential. If something necessitates change, demand betterment in the services
important to you. If new means should be implemented in order to better accommodate the student body, appeal such requests. In essence it comes down to this:
It’s your money – spend it wisely.
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Calendar
Here are club event listings for the week spanning from September 2 - September 7. If you
like to be listed for free in our upcoming issue
which comes out on September 15, please
send your event information along with contact info to tickercalendar@hotmail.com.
Listings for the next issue should span the
dates from September 15-21.

monday
September 1, 2003
Labor Day - College Closed

tuesday
September 2, 2003

thursday
September 4, 2003

ROSA CABALLERO
Event: Meet & Greet
Sponsored By: Pre-Law Society
Time: 12:30-2:30 PM (club hours)
Location: VC 9-117 (tentative room; please
check on day of event for updated room)
*Food and drink will be served. The movie
Paperchase will also be shown.

Event: Welcome Back Bash
Sponsored By: Hillel
Time: 12:30-2:30 PM (club hours)
Location: VC 3-252, VC 3-253
*Food and drink will be served.

First Day of Classes

wednesday
September 3, 2003
No events submitted

Tuition Hike:
Just Another Stumbling Block

Event: Fashion Show Model Search
Sponsored By: Shop of Style (S.O.S.)
Time: 12:30-2:30 PM (club hours)
Location: VC 2nd Floor Lobby
*First model tryouts will be held Friday,
September 5. Location to be announced.

Ever have a funny story you wanted to share?
Has something quirky happened to you or your
friends on campus?
If so, Campus Diary wants to hear it!
Send your submissions to:
campusdiary@hotmail.com
Write for The Ticker Op-Ed

Call me a pessimist, but the tuition hike did
not surprise me. Every student at Baruch
College whom I talked to expected it to happen
months in advance. A couple of them wondered
why there were so many students who protested and rallied at Albany and throughout the
city. “What is the point?” they asked. The point
was to make our voices and desires heard.
Even though the outcome remained the same,
I am glad that CUNY students did not accept
the hike quietly. I applaud Shamsul Haque,
because he stood up to the Board of Trustees
and spoke for us when he said the hike would
negatively affect many students.
The CUNY website has reported that despite
the tuition hike, enrollment of freshmen and
transfer students was up by 12 percent. This is
due to higher admission standards and the elimination of remedial courses. I am happy to hear
that more students are choosing CUNY colleges because of our academic standards and
our improving classes. Yet, I cannot help feeling uneasy by this because I, like many other
students, do not really seem to fit into the future
of CUNY.
This will hopefully be my last year at Baruch.
I say hopefully because having come up with
the $2,150.00 for the fall semester I now have
to worry about coughing up the same amount
again for the spring semester.
Someone suggested I need not worry about
my last semester because it is free. They were
surprised to know that last year was the last
time a free semester was offered at CUNY.

CUNY’s economy might be a bit better, but a
whole mass of us are figuring out how to pay
for books, food, transportation as well as other
living expenses. Yes, I do have a job and no, I
do not get financial aid. And even if I did, after
all the cutbacks in government, there is a big
chance I would not be receiving it anymore.
But hey, I am lucky in many respects. For
instance I took CIS 1000 the last semester it
was offered at Baruch. For any of you who do
not know, at Baruch you need to pass the CIS
exam before moving on to take the CIS 2200
course. Today students must take the exam and
pass it without having any classes to help them.
If they fail, they are given a pamphlet to help
them study after which they can take the exam
again and again and again. I am not a computer savvy person and this one credit course did
help me out.
As a first generation immigrant college student, and the first member of my immediate
family to attend college, I am thankful and
proud to be at Baruch majoring in a field I
enjoy.
I understand the need to improve classes and
facilities. And money is needed to accomplish
these goals. However, if the stakes to get into a
CUNY college keep getting higher, how will it
be able to maintain its mission of: “commitment to academic excellence and to the provision of equal access and opportunity for students, faculty and staff from all ethnic and
racial groups and from both sexes?”

Sandro’s Adventures:
Let’s Be Serious Or Not
SANDRO LEMBERG

Do you have a funny blackout story?
Did you convert to a new religion over the summer?
Do you like the new tuition hike?
Do you feel that you belong in Baruch?
Do you have something important to say to the Baruch Community?

If you do - don’t keep your ideas, stories, and opinions to yourselves.
Instead, send them to the Ticker Op-Ed Editor at Beni720@aol.com

Hello everyone. As this new semester starts,
you are all undoubtedly mourning the end of
your summer. The summer fling is over, and
everyone has to part ways. All your useless sitting around, lounging, partying, going to the
beach -- I bet you wish it would never end. But
guess what? It has to end.
You are now forced to return to the real world,
where you have to take classes and maybe even
work. That is, if you actually ever did work. It
seems to Sandro that a great deal of you come
to classes with the sole mission to acquire nothing, gain no knowledge, and not even have fun
or enjoy your time in this great building.
You all live in this crazy fantasy ‘Bizzaro’
world, where the actual happenings of your
existence are so skewed, that when something
that does not fit into your idea of how the world
should work happens, your brain starts to create all sorts of excuses and impossible outcomes to justify what has happened.
You may be worried here. You wonder,
‘Sandro, how can you say all of these things?
You are a funny guy. You like to have fun.’
That I am and that I do. But what many fail
to understand is that Sandro is also a serious
person. And right now, I am here to inform, and
not joke around. Information can never be
funny.
People are killers. Killers of others and
killers of themselves. You may think that diseases like AIDS and Cancer are the problem.
No. College students like you are the problem.
They have this need to consume massive
amounts of alcohol and illegal drugs. Oh, you
may say, “I had a bad day. I need to feel
better.”
And in the process of drinking your alcohol
and doing your drugs, you kill off your body.
And guess what, you do not feel better at all.
You just ruin your natural organs and speed
your way into a cold grave. But it does not end
there, now does it. Before you reach your
grave, you sit at the wheel of a car and drive.
The college student with a car and alcohol in
their body is the problem.
I have to be serious now. For a moment.
People hurt other people. And it always seems
that they especially hurt the ones that care

about them the most, like their parents. Parents
who have sacrificed so much for these ungrateful killers and haters. Then the haters hurt
long-term friends for reasons created in their
minds that hold no basis in the real world.
People only focus on the bad things. These
haters and killers get caught up focusing on little, insignificant, and bad things that really do
not matter. They waste hours, days and months
of their life worrying about situations that were
either set to work out in the first place or did
not require worrying at all.
Then there are people who are actually good
and that set a good precedent and offer support.
Yet these haters look to the good people and
point all blame at them. They base this crazy
blame on the many pieces of factually incorrect
information, which for some strange reason
they believe to be true. But it is not true and
never has been.
Yet they keep on blaming as well as wasting
away the precious moments of life and harboring unfounded ill will, none of which promotes
happy living. And why do they do this?
‘Cause people are haters.
Finally, people get too caught up in the bad.
For them, every day is a constant focus on the
bad: general bad, specific bad, and false bad.
They do not see the good. Well, what is the
good then?
The good is their friends, family. Also good
are Allah, Buddha, Confucius, Hashem, Jesus,
Ra, Roosevelt, Vishnu, Zeus, and 36 seconds.
Bad is drugs, alcohol, evil people and being
mad at the good people based on evil information from people who are filled with ACIRENESS. And then you die. And that’s the end.
And guess what, everyone? I’m joking.
Relax; you are not the ones who are going to
die. It will be your parents. Boo hoo. And oh
yeah, Go Bearcats!

The opinions expressed on the Op-Ed pages are those of the individual writers, and do not necessarily represent the opinions of The Ticker editorial staff. The Ticker accepts only
typewritten and signed opinion pieces of no more than 750 words from Baruch College students. Publication of Op-Ed articles is contingent upon an editorial board vote. Letters
must be no more that 350 words, typewritten and signed. Unsigned letters will not be published. However, when appropriate, names will be withheld upon request. Writers
should provide day and evening telephone numbers. All submissions are subject to editing for space and clarity. Address all opinion pieces and letters to the Op-Eds editor.
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MEMORANDUM
To:

All Business School
and MBA Students
From:
Campus Text
Re:
WHY PAY MORE?
Campus Text can save you money on your
textbooks this year!
We specialize in selling business school textbooks at a discount.
Currently, we sell books to thousands of business schools
and MBA students around the U.S. We also are the leading
provider of textbooks to Executive MBA (EMBA)
programs in this country.
Visit our website and see how you can get FREE student
study guides and FREE student solution manuals. We carry
hundreds of business school titles.
Here are some examples of the titles we offer and sell at
DISCOUNTED PRICES:
 Marketing Management
By Kotler
 Principles of Corporate Finance
By Brealey & Myers
 Financial Accounting, An Intro.
By Stickney
 Accounting For Decision Making & Control
By Zimmerman
 Management Information Systems
By Laudon
 Contemporary Issues in Business Ethics
By Desjardins
FREE FREIGHT ON ALL ORDERS OF $350 or more.
You won’t need a business degree to figure out how much
Money we can save you on your textbooks!

Visit our website TODAY, place your order and have your books tomorrow!

www.campustext.com
Toll Free: 888-606-8398
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Live Out Loud Hosts Annual Scholarship Presentation
By ZANETA REID
Wednesday, June 25, 2003, Live Out Loud
hosted its second annual gala fundraiser and
scholarship presentation for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender youth at the Chelsea Art
Museum. Leo Preziosi, Jr. founded Live Out
Loud in October 2001 after he became motivated to establish an organization for homosexual
and transgender youth. Preziosi was inspired to
create Live Out Loud after reading an article
titled, “The Gun in the Closet,” which documented the experience of two teens who committed suicide after enduring a great deal of
ostracism and hostile treatment in school
because of their sexual orientations. He then
began to speak out in defense of the gay community and encouraged various professionals
and influential figures to provide a positive
influence, as well as role models for gay youth.
Although Live Out Loud’s main focus was to
host a scholarship presentation, the surrounding
event was also quite a bash. The night featured
a showcase of the artwork in the Chelsea Art
Museum, a raffle, silent auction, cocktails, as
well as a plethora of celebrities including the
Tony award winning song writers for
Hairspray Marc Shaiman and Scott Wittman,
singer, actress and comedian Lea DeLaria, and
Def Poetry Jam’s Staceyann Chin.
The event also boasted a large number of
sponsors including many well-known names
such as MTV, Gay City News, In Style
Magazine, and Perrier. Many of the items auctioned off were both eclectic in their assortment
and practical as well. Such items included: a
Marc Jacobs messenger bag, a weekend getaway for two to Ireland, a set of three tube bud
vases adorned with abstract designs and a
black-and-white canvas painting of Madonna
that was part of the museum’s exhibit.

The long piece against the brick wall is entitled “The Debate” by Jean Miotteis. It is a long singular flat piece. Acrylic on canvas paint, done
in black and white. (Photo/ Zaneta Reid)

The event opened up with a brief foreword
by Leo Preziosi Jr. explaining his mission to
empower and inspire gay youth as well as provide a forum to be heard. After Preziosi’s introduction, the gala commenced and hosts Marc
Shaiman and Scott Wittman took the stage.
Poet Staceyann Chin, began the first of two
performances after Shaiman and Wittman
entertained the audience with their resounding
humor. Chin is a famous lesbian poet with both
Black and Chinese ancestral ties. She has completed many spoken word tours amongst other
poetry events. That night Chin delivered two
powerful poems that moved the audience, sending chills up their spines. She captivated their
attention with every word she spoke. After

“Burst Triptych” by Jean Miotteis a three panel acrylic on canvas piece. The piece is dated
1997, and was completed in black and white paint. (Photo/ Zaneta Reid)

Chin’s breathtaking performance, the main
focus of the night, the scholarship presentation,
began.
There were three recipients of the Live Out
Loud youth scholarship: Jose Irizarry, Arthur
Larsen, and Diana Ceja. These scholarships are
given to students who have excelled in the face
of adversity, lived proud with their sexuality,
and devoted themselves to the enrichment of
others.
Jose Irizarry, was the first recipient. He is a
peer outreach volunteer helping gay youth, as
well as a peer educator at his school. Irizarry’s
goal in life is to become a lawyer and ultimately become a public advocate to help those who
need fair representation. When he received his
scholarship, one of the statements Irizarry
made imprinted on the minds of those present.
“Thank you to Leo Preziosi Jr. and Live Out
Loud for believing in my when everyone else
didn’t,” he said.
The next recipient, Arthur Larsen, is involved
in the student government at his high school
and is a class advisor. He also provides his time
and dedication to Live Out Loud. Upon receiving his award Larsen stated one thing he hopes
to achieve in his life: promoting unity.
Although the last award recipient was not
present at the evening’s events, Diana Ceja’s
achievements were still noted. She is a first
generation Mexican American. Ceja has too
devoted much of her time to enable and provide
support for gay youth around the city.
After the award presentation was completed,
final performer Lea DeLaria, entertained her
audience. DeLaria is a lively lesbian actress,

singer, comedian, as well as a civil rights
activist. She began her performance with a set
of jokes poking fun at herself and lightly
humoring the night’s event, all the while loosening up the audience and leaving them anticipating what was in store. DeLaria did not disappoint her crowd. She delivered two sultry
jazz songs from her CD Play It Cool. Her voice
is reminiscent of jazz greats Sarah Vaughan,
Ella Fitzgerald, and Billie Holiday. DeLaria’s
voice is smooth and powerful, enticing one to
be absorbed in her melodies. Her performance
was truly a spectacular way to end the evening.
Live Out Loud’s presentation was a great success on many levels. First- it provided a positive environment for gay youth to network and
learn about the benefits of an organization such
as Live Out Loud. Second- having a scholarship
promoting being proud, living your sexuality,
and helping gay teens is an excellent way to
make gay youth more comfortable with who
they are. Third- meeting gay celebrities as
dynamic and powerful as Chin and DeLaria
provide positive role models and reinforcements for gay youth.
Live Out Loud is a relatively new organization, having been around for only three years
and still being an organization based solely on
volunteers. Being able to still function and provide an encouraging environment for gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and transgender youth is a feat
in itself and shows the dedication that Leo
Prezioisi Jr. exhibits.

American Wedding Brings The Same Ingredients for the Same Pie
By ROSA CABALLERO
If it ain’t broke don’t fix it. This seems to be
Adam Herz’s motto when it comes to writing
the scripts for all three ‘American’ movies.
What was original in the first American Pie
movie becomes predictable in American
Wedding, directed by Jesse Dylan. Jim (Jason
Biggs), once again, experiences multiple
mishaps concerning his genitalia, as Stifler
(Sean William Scott) moves from consuming
bodily fluids to solids, and Jim’s dad (Eugene
Levy) continues his awkward heart-to-heart
talks with his son as well as his future daughterin-law.
The movie starts out with Jim trying to propose to Michelle (Alyson Hannigan) as she,
true to her band days, decides to “play the
flute” in a restaurant. Can you guess what happens next? Dad finds Jim in yet another compromising situation. Jim promises Michelle a
perfect wedding. Stifler, by being himself,
unintentionally
sabotages
everything.
However, I like my imbeciles to stay true to
their characters and seeing this selfish bloke
help Jim get Michelle her wedding dress (albeit
by dancing in a gay bar, and teaching Jim how

to waltz) was just too cute. When Stifler competes for the heart of Michelle’s sister against
Finch (Eddie Kay Thomas) it was too much
(even with the Stifler and Grandma scene).
The only new twist in the third installment is
that half of the original cast members are missing. There is no Vicky (Tara Reid), Heather
(Mena Suvari), Oz (Chris Klein), Nadia
(Shannon Elizabeth) and Jessica (Natasha
Lyonne). Herz’s reason for not including them
in the movie is that he could not come up with
any scenarios for them. How lazy can you get?
Kevin (Thomas Ian Nicholas) was included yet
he barely said two words throughout the whole
movie. I have not seen any of these actors in
any other movies so I am pretty sure they
would have appreciated the work.
I can’t really recall any funny moments and it
was embarrassing seeing Scott try so hard.
There were a couple of laughs, and it is possible that the jokes went over my head, but not
that many other people in the screening were
laughing either. What do I know? All in all,
American Wedding did a good job in the box
office.
By the way can you guess how the movie
ends? You got it. Stifler’s mom, played by
Jennifer Coolidge makes an appearance.

Jim (Jason Biggs) and Michelle (Alyson Hanningan) tie the knot in American Wedding.
(Photo/ Universal Pictures)
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Expressions
I must go on with my dreary being
Inevitably for better or worse, without any feeling.

Impending Calamity
By: Mikhail Ifraimov
Men destroy the thing they love most
This was said by Oscar Wilde, or rather, now
his ghost.
To think that my whole life’s been a sad dream
And upon awakening, I would rather go back
to sleep.
But forgive this autobiographical mess, my
despair runs too deep.
Hypocrisy cannot be escaped from, it surrounds everything
Indeed it can be seen but we close our eyes
Fear and despair is in all of us, yet we deceive
ourselves with lies.
I am alone but not lonely, or so I like to think
Wasting away, I’ve brought destruction to
myself
And so deeper down I sink.
In desolation I sit and feel the emptiness that
pervades me
Like a rock that forces its great weight down
upon my frame
An incident of calamity has sealed my fate and
I cannot be
But nevertheless I feel no shame.
I have felt the pangs of love once as well
But have fortified myself against the beguiling
eyes of women
About that cast no doubt in hell.
And so it ends “weary, stale, flat and unprofitable” as it did for Hamlet
But alas it does not end.

Repression
By: Phillip Gong
I’ve moved on away from the guy who never
cared for me
Away from the man who never really loved me
Never thought about how I felt, not once
He still talks to me and makes those ridiculous
jokes
But I pretend he’s not there
Who cares about him now, that fool
I’ve got a new man in my life
Out with the old and in with the new
New guy is thoughtful and gets me pretty
accessories
Something HE never did for me
Yet something still bothers me
It’s not much, but
After I kiss the new guy and look up
The only thing I see is…the smile of the old
guy

When You Wish Upon A Star
By: Vicky
It’s not too late and not too soon,
To lay out underneath the moon.
To make a wish upon a star,
So I’ll find out just who you are.

Best friends I thought were you and me
I guess that I just couldn’t see.
That I was just your “other friend”
For times your heart was on the mend.
I now feel used and look the same.
Through others’ eyes I feel the shame.
But worry about me, do not
I’m sure you won’t you just forgot
To smile when you passed me by,
Now I can’t look you in the eye.
Then I’ll see who you really are
And go back wishing on that star.

Beautiful eyes
By: J-Dinero
Her name does not describe
Her looks do not deceive
Her hair does not hide
Beautiful eyes, please don't leave
Her smile is what brightens
Her small world is great and
The friendships that she tightens
Beautiful eyes, take my hand
My heart goes to
My eyes are caught by
My mind is on you
Beautiful eyes, can't say goodbye

With Intellect and Preparation The Hard Word Shows Us Crime Does Pay
By HEIDI CINQUEGRANA
When one hears the word robber or thief,
thoughts of stupidity and amusement come to
mind. There are many stupid crooks, who wind
up screwing up their master plans. In Indiana a
guy walks up to a cashier at a grocery store, and
asks for change for a twenty. When the clerk
opens the draw, the robber demands all the
money in the draw, and runs away. The catch
is, he left with only fifteen dollars. In movies
like Ocean’s Eleven, and The Italian Job, robberies are portrayed as a meticulous art, which
requires the gift of intellect and preparation. In
The Hard Word, written and directed by Scott
Roberts, the Twentymen brothers show that
crime does pay.
Dale (Guy Pearce), Mal (Damien Richardson)
and Shane (Joel Edgerton) are masters of their
craft: armed robbery. Their only rule is: no one
gets hurt. Dale is the eldest and is a natural
leader. He is cool, composed, except when it
comes to his wife, Carol (Rachel Griffiths).
Mal is the jolly, middle brother, who despite his
life of crime remains big-hearted, cheerful, and
compassionate. Shane is the youngest brother,
who is handsome, but has an explosive temper.
The brothers rely on their criminal lawyer,
Frank Malone (Robert Taylor), to manipulate
the law. He organizes master robberies and,
ironically, represents the brothers in court for
those crimes.
Frank is overwhelmed with Carol’s beauty,
but does not realize that the blonde woman he
is having an affair with is very smart and conniving. Carol does everything in her power to
manipulate Frank, to find out information about
her husband, and to keep him alive. Throughout
the movie the brothers are in jail. Frank gets
them out for one more job. The job is to take
place in Melbourne, where they are to steal millions of dollars in horseracing bets. Frank’s perfidy is obvious to the brothers.
Scott Roberts, the writer/director of The Hard
Word, was inspired by a dream he had. “I am in
a safe house with several associates. We have
just hijacked a truck full of cash. Everything
has gone smoothly, and no one is hurt. A car
pulls up outside. We are all tense. I go to the
window and crack the curtains. I feel a deep,

biochemical sense of relief. It is only the cops.”
At the same time Roberts heard of a story
about a bank robbery where brothers from New
South Wales prison, were doing jobs for corrupt
cops. He always wanted do movie with thieves,
because he finds that crime offers better odds
than the lottery.
Pearce is known for his role in Curtis
Hanson’s
exhilarating
thriller
L.A.
Confidential.
“The idea of working back at home
(Australia), and working with such a funny
script and the idea of playing within that little
unit of three brothers, who have a very strong
hold over each other - a sort of devotion to each

other - I found quite appealing,” said Pearce.
Rachel Griffiths, who plays Dale’s mischievous, manipulating, yet beautiful wife, was
Scott Roberts’ first choice. Once she found out
that she would be working alongside Guy
Pearce, it made her look at the project differently.
“The script had a great kind of rollicking
crime feel and I’ve never done anything like
that, but the element I was most excited about
was working with Guy,” said Griffiths.
Rachel starred as Rhonda in P.J. Hogan’s hit
Muriel’s Wedding, Blow, The Rookie, and the
upcoming film Ned Kelly.
Robert Taylor plays the smooth criminal

lawyer. “Lawyers are modern-day serpents in
the Garden of Eden. You want a real baddie make a lawyer,” he said. He thought that
Taylor would be perfect for this role. Taylor
plays a poker game in this film, and plays Frank
as the biggest player.
“He’s the master puppeteer,” said Taylor
“He’ll do anything, lie to anyone, say anything,
it doesn’t matter.”

“The script had a great
kind of rollicking crime
feel and I’ve never done
anything like that.”
Taylor has played the role of Agent Jones in
The Matrix and appeared in Vertical Limit.
Roberts knew that Joel Edgerton would be
ideal as ‘Shane,’ after seeing many of his
acclaimed short films. Edgerton was drawn to
the complexity of his character.
“Shane is a lightning rod for the darker forces
of character. He’s the wounded one; he’s suffered the sins of the family and the other brothers are helping him work through it. That’s the
mate ship,” said Roberts.
Edgerton had to work out for weeks, to fit
Shane’s obsession with being fit. Joel was in
The Secret Life of Us, and was Owen in Star
Wars, Episode 2; Attack of the Clones.
Damien Richardson is a newcomer to the big
screen. Richardson graduated from Victorian
College of the Arts in 1991, mainly focusing on
theater. He was awarded Best New Drama at
the Melbourne Fringe Festival in 1995, for In
The Belly of The Whale, which he co-wrote and
performed in.
Similar to American crime films, this movie
is action packed and funny. Despite cultural differences, it kept me entertained. The Hard
Word: Australian for “great film.”

Dale (Guy Pierce), Mal (Damien Richardson), and Shane (Joel Edgerton) have just commited
the crime of theirlives. (Photo/ Lions Gate Films)
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Priest, A Journey to the Dark Side
By FRANCIS LI
Title: Priest Vol. 1-3 (of 15+)
Genre: Action / Horror
By: Min-Woo Hyung
Rated: 16+
Distributor: Tokyopop

The former priest Ivan Isaacs holding his
journal of the after life. (Photo/ Tokyopop)

Back in the old American west a great battle
was fought between good and evil with the fate
of the world in the balance. This great evil that
threatened the world was Temozarela, a powerful demon who has long since been forgotten,
and his 12 disciples of the unholy Sabbath. On
the side of good stood an unlikely champion, a
former priest who sold half his soul to the devil
Belial to escape the torment of the after life and
power to seek revenge. With this exchange the
ex-priest, Ivan Isaacs, was reborn as one of the
undead, yielding great powers and one mission,
to defeat Temozarela.
Ivan Isaacs is an anti-hero, his goal is noble
but his reason of revenge is not. He is a hero by
default who cares only about his objective and
cares nothing for the people who get caught in
the crossfire, innocent or not. His character is
clearly shown in the first volume where he
allows a train full of passengers, bandits, and
Federal Marshall to get slaughtered by the
undead minions sent by Jarbilong, the 11th disciple.
Priest is told in an exciting and uncommon
manner. The story is nonlinear, switching
between time periods and view points. The first
two and a half volumes are about the past, following Ivan on his hunt to destroy Jarbilong
and Lizzie on her quest for answers from Ivan.
The latter half of the third volume travels ahead
300 years to the present when the battle has
already ended. Seeing though the eyes of
Father Simon Talbot, the outcome of the battle
is revealed, giving away a portion of the ending. However it is too early to accept that it is

how the story will conclude. The future still
holds infinite possibilities.
Harsh edges, hard black lines, and few gray
tones create the very dark and gritty look to
Priest. This artistic style was unexpectedly different, but is a prefect match to the sinister storyline. The raw quality of the artwork creates a
very powerful experience. Neither blood nor
gore is shielded by Hyung. Instead it was
heightened by his style. Even the pages themselves are made black to enhance the gloomy
experience that the artwork brings.
The character and setting designs by Hyung
also helped to establish the gothic and western
feel of the series. The characters' outfits and the
background had a true western feel, while the
demonic characters had a morbid look to them.
With flesh rotting off their bones and a wide
array of demonic accessories, these demons
had a look unlike any other. The only faulty
designs came from some of the weapons used.
Although they were definitely entertaining to
see in action, machine guns, Tommy guns and
gatling guns were not from the same time period that Priest is set in.
Priest is one of the rare series that looks
upon the dark side rather then the light. In the
world of Priest, evil runs rampant and the carnage that ensued is what is shown. This is a
welcomed change from the usual optimistic
series where a happy end is obvious. Nothing is
certain in Priest, whether Temozarela is
destroyed or Ivan regains his soul can only be
realized at the end. This helps keep things moving, since there is always a certain amount of
unpredictbility to the story. These elements
combined with the unique artistic style really
help to bring the series together making it a
phenomenal read.
Manga Grade:
Story:
AArtwork:
A-

AMP Defends the Earth from Lucifer Hawks in Silent Mobius
By FRANCIS LI
Title: Silent Mobius Vol. 1-3 (of 3)
Genre: Sci-Fi/ Drama/ Action
Original Story: Kai Asamiya
Time: Vol. 1 (9 episodes): 225 min.
Vol. 2 (9 episodes): 225 min.
Vol. 3 (8 episodes): 200 min.
Rated: 13+
Distributor: Bandai Entertainment
In the year 2024, the world is a shell of its
former self. Twenty years ago, a catastrophic
event caused the destruction of 90 percent of
the world's surface. Along with all the destruction and death, evil beings from another dimension, have been attacking Earth, jeopardizing
the very existence of the human race. These
evil beings, called Lucifer Hawks, have invaded Earth for nourishment and see humans as
nothing more than cattle. The only ones opposing the Lucifer hawks, are an elite all female
team, called AMP. The team's ace against this
impossible threat is Katsumi, a woman with
extraordinary powers and the daughter of
Gigelf Liqueur, the man who originally brought
about this great calamity.
Silent Mobius is a different from other
anime titles because of its cast of characters.
Besides the fact that the main characters are all
female, they are also strong willed and mature,
with ages ranging in the 20's to 30's. This is a

different from the typical anime series, in
which the majority of the female cast is usually
in their teens and is overly emotional, subservient or ditzy. Another interesting aspect is
that despite the fact that the major characters
are all female, there is virtually no fanservice.
Katsumi and the other members of the AMP
Team are the backbone of the series, since it is
geared more towards drama then action. During
the first half of the series, the plot played more
of a secondary role that was used to draw out
each character. Although this style of story
telling causes the audience to develop a bond
with the characters that they are watching, it
does have its faults, since it sometimes seemed
that the series was moving very slowly.
Patience is needed while watching Silent
Mobius, since little information is given about
the events that occurred 20 years ago until the
second half. At this point, attention shifts
towards the Lucifer Hawks, Katsumi and the
dark connection between them.
The main thing missing from the series was
the lack of a conclusive ending. Although a
serious Lucifer Hawk attack was thwarted and
Katsumi resolved her internal conflicts, the
major issue of ridding the world of the Lucifer
Hawks was not addressed. The characters
became stronger and more dedicated to the
cause but it seemed like only a battle was won
and the war was far from over.
Silent Mobius did a good job in animation

style. The use of dark colors and the sharp
industrial look of the cityscape created a serious and murky atmosphere that helped to set
the mood of the series. The character designs
also aided in creating the serious nature of the
show by giving the characters normal figures
and clothing, while keeping the traditional
round eyed style.
The extras on the DVDs were pretty basic
and lacking with only a textless opening/ending, and a karaoke segment split between the
three volumes. However the inserts that came
inside the DVD case made up for the DVDs
shortcomings. Inside the cases were a special
three part mini-comic, character bio-sheets, and
a character posters.
Silent Mobius is an anime series that was
based after a manga series. When this series
was made, the manga had not ended at that
time. Presently the manga series has been completed with 12 volumes and so far 9 of them
have already been translated and released by
VIZ Comics. Therefore, those interested in the
series can complete the experience by reading
the manga.
Anime Grade:
Story:
B/B+
Animation: B
Audio:
B+
Extras:
B+

The entire cast of Silent Mobius (L to R: Ganossa Maximillian, Mrs. Liquer, Gigelf Liquer, Katsumi Liquer, Nami Yamigumo,Yuki Saiko, Kiddy
Phenil, Robert Device, Rally Cheyenne and Rosa Cheyenne). (Photo/ Bandai Entertainment)

Office Workers
Save the Universe in
Dai-Guard

Inside Akagi’s cockpit of Dai-Guard with Ibuki
and Aoyama on screens. (Photo/ ADV Films)

By FRANCIS LI
Title: Dai-Guard Vol. 1-6 (of 6)
Genre: Mecha/ Action/ Comedy
Director: S eiji Mizushima
Time: 675 min. (26 episodes)
Rated: 12+
Distributor: ADV Films
After giant invaders named Heterodyne
attacked and wreaked havoc on Japan, the government decided to construct a giant robot,
Dai-Guard, to combat this new enemy.
However, by the time Dai-Guard was completed the Heterodyne disappeared and have not
reappeared since. That is until 12 years later
when the Heterodyne resurface with amazing
frequency. Unfortunately the only thing standing in their way is Dai-Guard, the product of a
lowest bidder contract. If this was not bad
enough, the pilots are average public relations
personal with little training. The trio of pilots,
Akagi, Ibuki, and Aoyama must work past all
this and muster up the courage to defeat the
Heterodyne all while trying to work past the
red tape of business, where cost and profit is all
that matters
At first glance Dai-Guard appears to be
another cheap clichéd mecha series with an all
powerful robot with flashy colors and a planet
destroying arsenal yet Dai-Guard is the complete opposite of regular mecha series, so much
so that it is almost a spoof on the whole genre.
Instead, of being some grand machine, DaiGuard is cheap one that is poorly constructed
with low-grade materials, which often causes it
to get mangled during the course of a battle.
Dai-Guard also adds to the normal list of
adversaries. Besides battling the Heterodyne,
and personal conflicts, the cast of Dai-Guard
must also face off against their own company
and the military. The defense corporation that
owns Dai-Guard is always at odds with the
pilots, putting cost over lives. This adds an
interesting twist to the series, showing the business side of things instead of just ignoring it.
Not only that but they must also keep an eye on
the military who are anxiously waiting for the
team to slip up and give them a reason to take
over.
Since Dai-Guard is a newer series, the animation was amazingly well done. The images
had a strong amount of detail for a television
series, especially in the backgrounds where
they had a softer more painted look then the
foreground. The quality of the work was best
displayed during the few episodes that showed
snowfall. In these scenes the snowy backgrounds and the added snowfall foreground
really set the mood of the scene.
The English dubs in the series were also
really well done, although they did differ
slightly with the subtitles. For some series this
is a major fault, but that was not the case here.
The dubs took a less literal approach to the dialogue and added or modified some jokes to
really help bring out the humor of the series.
Dai-Guard was a surprisingly well done
series that combined humor and action with a
good storyline. Its unique perspectives on business politics on warfare made it unlike any
other series. It showed how bottom line business tactics affected the performance, actions
and success of the team.
Anime Grade:
Story:
AAnimation: AAudio:
B+
Extras:
B
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Fall Fashion Trends
By ZANETA REID

Military Look
This is one trend that welcomes anyone into combat. Try a three-buttoned
down jacket with shoulder pads to give
shoulders more definition, or the
always classic fatigue print. The
Chloe show incorporated this trend
amongst their other fabulous pieces.
(below)

Geometric Prints
Whoever said math was only for the
classroom? This fall, designers are
using straight lines, triangles, and
other shapes to create major looks. But
beware, geometric shapes can get
tacky if more than two basic contrasting colors are used. To be safe, stick to
black and white as Kenneth Cole does
for his fall show. (below)

(Photo/ Style.com)

(Photo/ Style.com)

Big, Flowy, Skirts
Classic A-line and pencil skirts can
still be seen on the runways of most
major shows this fall, but fashion is
definitely becoming bigger – literally!
This season, large flowing skirts can
be seen adorning the runways everywhere. Here, Betsey Johnson does it to
the extreme. (above)

Bomber Jacket
A little masculine but yet just the right
amount of contour for a woman,
bomber jackets have made a return this
season in full blast. These aviationstyle jackets look best in leather with a
fur lining. Here, designer Balenciaga
takes it a step further by cropping the
bomber. (above)

Over the Knee Boots
Again, Chloe shows us how fashion is
done. Tremendously sexy without
being over bearing. Over the knee
boots, are sure to become the hottest
trend this season. In any material, heel
size, or color, you are sure not to go
wrong. To ultimately make the look,
pair the boots with a mini cropped
skirt. (below)

(Photo/ Style.com)

Satin
Satin, not just for the bedroom anymore. Very chic, and ultra-feminine,
satin is the choice fabric for many of
the major shows that graced the runways this season. Here, Carolina
Herrera keeps it simple and elegant by
pairing a light satin shirt with a darker
pencil skirt. (below)

Photo/ Style.com

Photo/ Style.com

80s Mod
Fashion has made a trip back to the
80s style of dressing. Jumpers, pointytoed shoes, and A-line skirts are all
major must-haves for completing the
look. Try a Marc Jacobs inspired mod
style seen here by combining bright,
bold colors with opaque stockings.
(above)

(Photo/ Style.com)

(Photo/ Style.com)

Opaque Stockings
If you’re trying to put the “mod” look
in full effect, then a pair of opaque
tights are a must. Even if you opt-out
for the 80s look, a pair of opaque
stockings can go a long way. To be
even bolder with this look, try
bright,warm colors such as those worn
here at the Chloe show. (above)

Photo/ Style.com
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Baruch's Karate Kids Knock Out Basketball Tour in Dominican
International Martial Artists
Republic Awakens Athletes
BARUCH COLLEGE, NY -The annual
U.S. Open and International Sport Karate
Association World Championships (ISKA)
took place this summer from July 11 to 13 in
Orlando, Florida, and seven Baruch College
Continuing and Professional Studies students,
along with their experienced instructor took
part in this prestigious competition.
These seven Continuing and Professional
Studies (CAPS) students prepared for the competition under the tutelage of their instructor
Donald Tampubolon who teaches his students
shoot fighting. Shoot fighting combines the
martial arts of Karate, Tae-kwondo, Kung Fu,
Pencak Silat and Aikido. Tampubolon and the
seven Baruch students competed against more
than 1,000 of the world's best martial artists at
Walt Disney World's Coronado Resort and
brought home an impressive fourth place in the
self defense competition.
The competition was tough, and the atmosphere was electric. Tampubolon commented,
“It was really huge, and the competition was
not only nation-wide, but world-wide. It was
exciting as well as intimidating. People were
screaming in their own languages and you had
no idea what they were saying.”
Aside from faring well as a group in the self
defense competition, all seven of the Baruch
students who competed distinguished themselves in their individual competitions. Each of
the students' noteworthy accomplishments is
listed below:

Dong Choi (Yellow belt) - Finalist in the
beginner’s fighting division.
Imanuel Eltanya (Yellow belt) - Finalist in the
beginner’s middleweight fighting competition.
Natalie Fernandez (Yellow belt) - Finalist in
women's fighting division.
Corey Smith (Yellow belt) - Finalist in the
beginner’s heavyweight fighting division.
The most impressive accomplishment in the
group, however, belonged to their instructor,
Donald Tampubolon, who took third place in
the individual fighting competition. He also
impressed his peers in the power breaking competition by almost setting a new world record
of breaking concrete blocks with his arm.
When the event ended, Donald fell one block
shy of the record, by breaking eight blocks.
Tampubolon said he couldn't break the record
due to the limited training and preparation time
for the competition. This was the second year
that the Fourth Dan Black Belt martial artist
competed in the World Championships. Mr.
Tampubolon is looking forward to competing
for a third year and so are all of his protégé students.

Julius Smith (Green belt) - Third place in the
170 to 200-pound weight class fighting division.
Chris Liquz (Green belt) - Finalist in the 169pound-and-underweight class fighting competition.
Gregory Munna (Green belt) - Finalist in the
intermediate, 30 to 39-year-old heavyweight
fighting division. Mr. Munna is also an ESL
instructor at CAPS.

Instructor Donald Tampubolon (3rd from left)
and his seven students. (Photo/ Continuing
and Professional Studies Department.)

Thoughts From the Editor
This Week’s Topic: Kobe Bryant
By PHILLIP GONG
I was never a fan of Kobe Bryant and I will
probably never be unless he somehow joins
The Knicks. This probably won’t happen
though since he may end up in jail and won’t be
playing ball anymore. What a shame. How the
mighty have fallen. If you are a Los Angeles
Lakers fan, you must be terribly disappointed
by Bryant’s actions during the off-season. He
has brought disgrace to your team and has
embarrassed himself. His off-the-court antics
will create a distraction around the rest of the
team even if he is found to be innocent. The
media will constantly remind Bryant of his sexual assault charges. This will serve to disrupt
his performance on the court no matter how
hard he tries to ignore what stabs the media
may take at him.
The worse case scenario would be if Bryant
is found guilty of sexual assault and is incarcerated. This would not only break the hearts
of all Laker fans, but would also destroy the

image of the National Basketball Association.
Television ratings would drop since the NBA
would be losing one of their main attractions,
and the reputation of the association on a whole
would be tarnished due to the fact that one of
their star players would be labeled a rapist.
From the perspective of a Laker fan, the
Lakers will have no shot at winning the
Western Conference without Bryant even if
they did add Gary Payton and Karl Malone to
their squad. They need Brayant’s scoring and
defense at the shooting guard position or else
they will be doomed against Dallas,
Sacramento and of course San Antonio.
Even if you are not a fan of the Lakers or the
NBA, you shouldn’t be a fan of Kobe Bryant.
He may be have been a great role model and a
good person on the inside as his wife Vanessa
claims. However, it does not excuse the fact
that he committed adultery against his beautiful
wife. Furthermore, a $4 million ring does not
equal ‘I’m sorry.’

CUNY Athletic Conference All-Stars sit down alongside the coaching staff with the view of an
outdoor Dominican basketball court in the backdrop. (Photo/ CUNY Athletic Conference)

By PHILLIP GONG
Eleven of CUNY’s best men’s basketball
players assembled together over the summer to
participate in the Goodwill Tour held in the
Dominican Republic. Once their airplane
touched down in Santo Domingo on August 5,
2003, the CUNY All-Stars would begin a journey unlike any they have ever been on before.
Highlights of the trip included sightseeing in
La Romana, La Vega, San Cristobal and the
capital city of Santo Domingo. The CUNY
All-Stars also got a chance to watch the Pan
American Games which were held in Santo
Domingo. They also attended the Pan Am basketball finals held inside the Palacio Deportes
arena which featured Brazil versus the home
crowd favorite, the Dominican Republic.
Needless to say, witnessing the energy and
deafening roars that emerged from the hometown crowd of more than 20,000 people was
an unparalleled experience.
“It was like I went to a World Cup soccer
game. The environment was incredible, the
people were playing instruments and screaming their lungs out -- the only way you can
understand what I am saying was to be there in
person - it gave me chills and goose bumps just
being there,” described John Jay All-Star Pablo
Palma. In addition, the students and coaching
staff got the opportunity to greet the members
of Team USA.
Although the team shared in memorable
experiences, the CUNY Athletic Conference
Goodwill All-Stars also had to get down to
business; they had some games to play against
fierce and competitive Dominican Republic
basketball squads.
After practicing outdoors in the hot and
humid concrete basketball courts, the CUNY
squad played their first game on the tour versus
Ebaheba and defeated them 79-77 in a close
see-saw contest. The team from New York
then proceeded to play Banco de Reservas, the
team named after the Dominican Republic’s
national bank. Outstanding 49 percent fieldgoal shooting and nine three-pointers by the
All-Stars were the highlights of a 94-67 victory.
The CUNY team also played a friendly exhibition game against El Invi and trounced the
local San Pedro de Marcoris team 110-52.
After these three victories, the CUNY squad
remained undefeated at 3-0, but this would

change after the last match of their tour against
the defending state champions of the
Dominican Basketball League, Madre Vieja.
The last game played by the All-Stars on
August 11 was incidentally the final day of the
Goodwill Tour. This concluding game was significant as it drew a capacity crowd and was
even televised on Dominican television. Even
though the squad from New York suffered a 9186 thrilling overtime loss to Madre Vieja, the
CUNY All-Stars remained in high spirits. This
trip was not just about basketball as head coach
Harold Merritt noted.
During their visit the CUNY All-Stars made
an impact on the local Dominican community.
After their game with Madre Vieja, the CUNY
athletes distributed gifts to children in San
Cristobal. Prior to the match against Banco de
Reservas, the All-Stars handed out food to children and local residents of a severely underdeveloped region in Santo Domingo. The players
also demonstrated goodwill as they donated
their time and talents at a children’s clinic
located in La Romana. The players ran drills
with them and presented the participants with
gifts provided by the NBA, the New York
Knicks, and USA Basketball.
Like everyone else who participated on the
trip, center Garry Etienne from Baruch College
was glad he attended. “I have seen a lot and
learned a couple of lessons. Hopefully I’ll take
what I have seen and learned and incorporate
them into my life, both on and off the court,”
said Etienne. Assistant coach for the CUNY
All-Stars and head coach for Baruch College,
Ray Rankis commented, “This is easily one of
the top two or three highlights in my 32 years
in CUNY.”
The positive feedback and memories from
those who went on the tour illustrates that this
inaugural CUNY Goodwill Tour is clearly the
first of many more to come in the years ahead.
“Thanks to the great success of the first one, we
certainly hope to do this every single year, and
open it up to other CUNY sports teams,” said
Zak Ivkovic, interim executive director of
CUNYAC.
The CUNY Athletic Conference is already
beginning to plan ahead to host additional
Goodwill Tours involving other sports besides
basketball.

Upcoming Baruch Bearcats Sports Schedule
Sport

When

Opponent

Where

Women’s
Volleyball

Sat. 9/6 @ TBA
Sat. 9/6 @ 3 P.M.
Sat. 9/13 @ 1 P.M.

York College
CSI
USMMA

Baruch
TBA
USMMA

Men’s
Soccer

Thu. 9/4 @ 7 P.M.
Tue. 9/9 @ 6 P.M.
Sat. 9/13 @ TBA

N.Y. Maritime
Yeshiva University
Purchase State

Metro Oval
Yeshiva
Purchase State

Baruch Invitational

Van Cortlandt

Women’s
Sun. 9/14 @ 10 A.M.
Cross Country

Come Check Out The
First Game of the Fall Semester!!
BARUCH COLLEGE vs.
NEW YORK MARITIME COLLEGE
@ the Metropolitan Oval (Middle Village)
Thursday, September 4, 7 P.M.
Go Support Our Men’s Soccer Team

